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     On May 6th, Alpha Xi along with the other Chattanooga area chapters 

celebrated DKG’s Founder’s Day. Alpha Xi members were there in force, 

outnumbering other chapters 2:1! Our members contributed to the overall 

success of the event. Many loaned teapots, cake stands, and doilies or 

handkerchiefs  to create a teapot theme for the beautifully decorated ta-

bles. As Chair of the Coordinating Council, Nancy Bibler gracefully pre-

sided over the meeting and Kim Thurman provided the inspiration.  

     We are thrilled to have named Karen Glenn this year’s recipient of the 

Distinguished Service to Education Award. Karen is the director of the 

STARS/Safe Schools Learning Environment program for Hamilton Coun-

ty Schools. She was a guest speaker at an Alpha Xi meeting earlier this 

year and has been a long-time friend and supporter of the teachers and 

students of Hamilton County.  

     Attendees were entertained and enlightened by our keynote speaker, 

David Carroll of WRCB-TV 3. David is a news anchor/reporter whose 

School Patrol feature is well-known in the area. He delighted the group 

with tales of what it’s like to be a journalist working with the public and 

how relatable that work is to teaching.  

Tuesday, August 1st 

Summer Picnic 

PLACE:  

 Home of Julie Hughes 

8947 McKenzie Lane 

Ooltewah, TN  

TIME: 5:00 

MENU: Sign up to bring a food 

item at:  perfectpotluck.com 

Coordinator: Karen Phillips 

Password: alphaxi81 

PROGRAM: We will be celebrating 

the honors the chapter received at 

the 2017 state convention and 

honoring our high school essay 

contest winners. 

Members are asked to bring paper 

products to donate to the Ronald 

McDonald House. 

 

Alpha Xi members at Founder’s Day Meeting 

http://perfectpotluck.com/


Highlights & Photos of  Founder’s Day 
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A Time to Celebrate…  

and A Time to Look Ahead 

 

What a fantastic year Alpha Xi has en-

joyed! The chapter was honored in nu-

merous ways at the 2017 Xi State con-

vention. In addition, numerous members participated in various as-

pects of the convention. Be sure to check out the photos and the list 

of honors and activities elsewhere in this newsletter and make plans 

to attend the August 1st meeting when the awards will be on display. 

Thank you for your role in the chapter’s success. 

Now it’s time to look toward the upcoming year. As you’ll see, there 

are great programs planned for our meetings and new meeting sites. I 

ask that you take time to sit down and add the meeting dates to your 

calendar very soon. If possible, make attending the meetings a priori-

ty. I was so proud when we had almost all the chapter members in 

attendance at the 60th birthday celebration in February. How amazing 

it would be if we could replicate those numbers at this year’s meet-

ings!! 

What factors affect the strength of a chapter? Here are a few ideas, 

even though the list is not all-inclusive. 

 Good attendance at meetings 

 Active involvement of all members 

 Interesting programs 

 Great camaraderie 

 A spirit of volunteerism when needed 

 Growth of chapter membership 

 

Take a few minutes to think about how you can help with each of 

these factors Let’s work together for another banner year. Are you in? 
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     There are times when we look back and see how chance encounters were in reality a convergence of fate. Like-
wise, there are times we think we are moving in one direction when we are blindsided and compelled to move in a 
way we did not foresee. This is how the story of Nancy Franks’ work with Vol-
unteers in Medicine, Chattanooga unfolded. 

A Chance Conversation 

   At a Freedom Foundations Board meeting, Nancy learned of the work of Liz 
Morton’s (member of DKG, Alpha Xi) brother, Dr. Jack McConnell. Dr. 
McConnell lived on Hilton Head Island, South Carolina and became aware of 
two things. First, that a significant number of people in the community did not 
have health insurance and second, that the island was a favorite retirement 
destination for retired physicians. From a humble desire to help those who 
could not afford healthcare, Volunteers in Medicine (VIM) was born in 1993. It 
soon spread nationwide and there are currently 97 VIM affiliates. Nancy was so 
impressed with Dr. McConnell’s mission that she was moved to nominate him for a national Freedom Foundation 
Award. In March 2003, Nancy and her husband Richard traveled to Hilton Head Island to interview Dr. McConnell 
and complete the nomination process.  

A Convergence of Chance 

   Around the same time that Nancy had her chance conversation with Liz  and had traveled to Hilton Head to meet 
with Dr. McConnell, her church congregation read the book A Purpose Driven Life by Rick Warren. She was asked 
to serve on her church’s Vision 21 Committee whose task was to imagine what ministries the church might plan for 
the 21st century. The committee went on a retreat at which time she shared her story of Dr. McConnell and VIM. 
From that point, a series of events eventually brought Dr. McConnell to Chattanooga to speak and over 600 people 
were in attendance.  

   Nancy’s work as an educator is a part of the story as well. Having taught in the ABE-GED program at Chattanoo-
ga State from 1989 to 2004, she was aware that most of her students worked and did not have health insurance. 
Even before the group conducted their needs assessment, Nancy knew from first-hand experience the need for this 
service in the community.  

A Church-Community Coalition 

   Nancy knew right away that this project was bigger than just her church 
and informed her pastor, Dr. Bill Owens, that it would require community 
support. Since VIM is a faith-based organization, it relies on support from 
churches, community organizations, and businesses. Although they re-
ceived verbal support from Mayors Claude Ramsey and Ron Littlefield in 
the beginning, they do not rely on any government funding. It took more 
than two years of fundraising, organizing volunteers, locating space, and 
setting up the clinic before the doors finally opened. With Nancy serving as 
Founder and President, they were ready to serve their first patient. Liz Mor-
ton, Dr. McConnell, Eloise Litz (Alpha Xi sister), and a crowd of over 300 
people attended the grand opening. Nancy served in this non-paid position 
for nine years and remained heavily involved until she retired in April 2014. 
“It was truly a labor of love for me as well as the Founding Committee”, Nancy says.  

 A Continuing Cause 

After 12 years of operation, VIM, Chattanooga has had 62,881 patient visits. The value of medical services deliv-
ered at clinic rates is over $21 million and the value of medical services delivered at emergency room rates is over 
$91 million.  The clinic serves adults age 19-64 who are uninsured. To learn more, please visit www.vim-chatt.org  

In this issue, we highlight Nancy 

Franks and her work with Volun-

teers in Medicine. Pictured with Nancy 

are her husband Richard (left) and Dr. 

Robert Bowers, Medical Director. 

Liz Morton and Nancy Franks 

Nancy Franks and Dr. Jack McConnell at 

the Grand Opening in 2005 

http://www.vim-chatt.org


2017 Xi State Convention Highlights 

Chapter Awards 

Membership Growth Challenge Award 

Newsletter— Highest Honors 

Website— Highest Honors 

Visionary Chapter 

Maycie Chapter excellence Award...GOLD! 

 Member Participation 

 Ann Pinion assisted in the presentation of the flags 

 Donna Lamkin presented a breakout session and served as a table hostess 

 Julie Hughes and Betty Julian sang a beautiful duet at the Order of the Rose ceremony. 

 Julie Hughes sang an outstanding solo at the Ceremony of Remembrance. Julie also directed the chorus. 

 Ann Pinion, Maxine Williams and Betty Julian sang in the choir. 

 Maxine Williams served as a page. 

 Jeanie McKenna assisted with the Order of the Rose ceremony. 

 Kim Thurman presented an inspiration at the First General Session 

Member Honors 

 Harriett Harris, Grace Kite, Marguerite Santich, and Peggy Wright 

were honored at the Ceremony of Remembrance 

 Beverly Smith received the Xi State Achievement Award. This is the highest honor given by our state! 

 Nancy Bibler and Donna Lamkin were honored as 20-year members 

 Mary Katherine Pace was honored as a 60-year member 

 Kim Thurman received the Louise Oakley scholarship in the amount of $1250. 

Other Member News 

 Ernestine Eldridge was  interviewed and prominently featured in an article about her dad, Ernest El-

dridge, whose 1946-47 Soddy-Daisy Basketball team won the state championship. The gym at Soddy 

Daisy High School was recently named in his honor. The article can be accessed here.  

 Alpha Xi sends best wishes and congratulations to Jane Brower in the recent announcement of her 

retirement.  

http://www.chattanoogan.com/2017/6/29/350123/Soddy-Daisy-High-School-s-1946-47-State.aspx


This & That 

Quotable Quotes 

At the March literacy meeting, mem-

bers were asked to submit their fa-

vorite quotes. This year, we will in-

clude a few of our members’ favorite 

quotes, organized around themes. 

This issue’s theme is “days”.   

 

“We do not remember days… 

we remember moments” 

~ Cesar Pavese 

 

“The days are long, but the 

years are short.” 

~Gretchen Rubin 

 Sign up for food at perfectpotluck.com Coordinator is Karen 

Phillips, password is alphaxi81 

 Bring paper products to donate to the Ronald McDonald House 

 Share tentative dates for upcoming meetings 

 Celebrate Alpha Xi accomplishments 

 Honor High School Essay Contest Winners 

1st Place—Elizabeth Scott, Tyner Academy 

2nd Place—Linsy Devlin, Sale Creek High School 

3rd Place—Aveiona Allen, Tyner Academy 

 Summer Picnic Agenda 

Alpha Xi will collect 2018 calendars now through 

December. Please bring any 2018 calendar (either 

purchased or received by mail) to Suzanne Rushworth. 

Liz Morton Hospitalized Veterans Calendar Project 

Don’t miss the 2017 

Solar Eclipse! 

Chattanooga is in the 

path and should 

experience at least a 

partial solar eclipse. 

Some state parks are 

hosting viewings.  

Learn more at  

www.timeanddate.co

m/eclipse/in/usa/

chattanooga and 

http://

tnstateparks.com/

activities/solar-

eclipse-at-the-park-

2017 

Also, Suzanne 

Rushworth will be 

attending a work 

shop and will share 

information from the 

workshop! 

2016-17 FISCAL YEAR IN REVIEW 

Alpha Xi accomplished many projects with limited funds last year. The chapter portion 

of everyone’s dues was $949. We also donated  $644.50 for our special projects. 

That doesn’t count the paper supplies for Ronald McDonald House, the mugs for 

Woodmore that were made at the Christmas Tea, or the books donated to Northside 

Neighborhood House. Our change jar netted $93 for our grant-in-aid fund. We also 

had some members who donated to that fund. Jeanette Esch and Karen Phillips sold 

their crafts at International and earned the chapter $527. 

With these monies, the chapter spent almost $400 commemorating our 60th Anniver-

sary and honoring our long-time members. We bought $397 worth of t-shirts for 

Woodmore teachers and staff. We sent $100 each to two elementary schools for the 

Authors in the Schools program. We gave a $500 grant-in-aid to a deserving UTC 

student, Rebecca Boyer, who is training to be a teacher. We recognized three high 

students with cash awards totaling $175 for their participation in the Xi State Essay 

Contest. 

Along with the other Xi State members, we hosted the International Convention in 

Nashville. We gave scholarships to members and grants to both members and non-

members. Our own Kim Thurman received one. We provided members a chance to 

expand their leadership skills and lobby our legislators. The state convention provided 

members and chance to expand their knowledge, network with others around the 

state, and honored those whom we have lost. 

There were many other activities and opportunities provided by YOUR dues to teach-

ers and students nationwide and throughout the world. Delta Kappa Gamma member-

ship is a great investment in our personal and professional growth.  
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 Our deepest sympathies are extended to Betty Julian and her family in the passing of her brother, Perry 
Miles. 

 We share in the sorrows of Deana James in the sudden loss of her sister-in-law. 

 Our condolences go out to Ernestine Eldridge in the loss of her last cousin who lived in Oregon. 

 Our thoughts and prayers are with these who are recovering: 

 Rose Dover and her son as they both continue chemotherapy treatments 

 Suzanne Rushworth’s husband Rick, recovering from knee replacement surgery 

 Eloise Litz’s daughter Nancy Oliver continues rehab after hip replacement surgery 

Joyce Campbell has sent cards on behalf of Delta Kappa Gamma, but they would all enjoy receiving calls and cards.  

If you know of anyone who has been recognized in any way, been sick, or experienced a death in the family, please 
contact Joyce Campbell so she can follow up. 

jckhanum@comcast.net   

MEMBER CONCERNS  

    

 

 

July 

1 Eloise Litz 

7 Norma Cate 

13 Ann Pinion 

August 

7 Jeanette Esch 

14 Betty Julian 

15 Dot Bayless 

15 Suzanne Rushworth 

18 Esther Clark 

18 Pam Thompson 

20 Raja Bhandari 

21 Maxine Williams 

31 Betty Thomason 

In Memory 

  Alpha Xi chapter has experienced great loss this year. 

These sisters were honored at the Ceremony of Remem-

brance and we recognize their service. 

Harriett Harris’ service in DKG was significant as she served 

on many chapter committees, was a past president of Alpha 

Xi, and also served on state committees. She was a mem-

ber of the Chattanooga Chapter of Freedoms Foundation at 

Valley Forge and was a past president. She was inducted 

into the Tennessee Hall of Fame for Elementary Educators. 

Peggy Wright served as president of Alpha Xi, and served 

on several committees. She was instrumental in the success 

of the Sister City program in Chattanooga. 

Marguerite Santich was a past president of Alpha Xi and a 

faithful member in attendance and serving on chapter com-

mittees. 

Grace Kite was an elementary school principal , a faithful 

member of Alpha Xi, and hosted many of our picnics at her 

lake home. 

(Recollections contributed by Maxine Williams)  


