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NEXT MEETING 

  September  2019  

Monday September 5, 2019 

PLACE:  Red Bank Elementary 
School  

TIME: 5 - 5:20 Social Time 

5:20 Meeting Begins 

 

MENU:  Sandwich boxes from 
Jason’s Deli (includes sandwich, 
chips, and fruit cup) 

Cost: $10 

To order: email Norma Cate at 
nrcate48@epbfi.com  

or text to (423) 987-0113 by  

Wednesday September 3rd 

 

Service Project:  

Bring lanyards for Cristol 
Kopps’s library students 

Hosted By:  

Membership Committee 

   The annual Alpha Xi Summer Picnic was held on July 
22nd at the Soddy Daisy Retirement Center. This special 
gathering marked the end of an extraordinary year for the 
chapter. Special honors received at the State Convention 
were on display, helping the chapter place the exclamation 
point on a banner year. The 2018-2019 year included out-
standing meetings held at wonderful venues with amazing 
speakers and activities that inspired and informed our mem-
bers. A new initiative to increase social opportunities among 
members, the Birthday Club, has taken off and members 
have enjoyed special times of fellowship over the past year 
with these informal gatherings.  

    The highlight of the picnic was meeting this year’s high 
school essay contest winner, Brady Harris. Brady shared 
excerpts of his essay with members as well as his plans for 
the future. Read more about Brady on page 4 and his essay 
on page 5. 

President Jeanie McKenna presents Brady Harris 

with a certificate and check  

Essay Contest Winner Honored at  

Annual Summer Picnic 
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Alpha Xi Officers  

2018-2020 

 

President  

Jeanie McKenna 

mckennajean@gmail.com 

 

First Vice President 

Diamond Kelley 

ericgabby2@aol.com 

 

Second Vice President  

Raja Bhandari 

utraja@aol.com 

 

Recording Secretary 

Kim Thurman 

kimthurman@epbfi.com  

 

Corresponding Secretary 

Barbara Carlton 

barb0327@yahoo.com 

 

Treasurer 

Karen Phillips 

kdpchattn12@yahoo.com 

 

Parliamentarian 

Beverly Smith 

bevsmith88@hotmail.com 

 

 

 

For the last few weeks, I have been working full-

time in my neighborhood elementary school. I am 

constantly reminded how special teachers are, 

how crucial excellent leadership is, and how many 

problems accompany our students to school each 

and every day.  

One of my primary tasks has been administering 

a one-on-one test to determine a student’s in-

structional reading level. I listen to the students read aloud, while mark-

ing the text, and then I talk to them about what they have just read. I 

have learned so much more than their reading level; they have given me a 

small window into their worlds. Many of them are carrying a heavy load 

of anger, distrust, and bitterness, translating into poor school attendance 

and poor achievement. Sometimes the teachers feel discouraged and dis-

pirited with so many struggling students who hide their struggle by act-

ing out and disrupting the class. Understanding the reasons for their be-

havior should not translate into making excuses. We do them no favor by 

fostering a consequence-free environment. The only way this calling 

makes any sense is to be resolved that we offer what children desperately 

need: an education to make their way in the world with competence and 

confidence.   

In spite of the many obstacles students and teachers face, Hamilton 

County Schools have recently celebrated their Level 5 status on state 

testing, an admirable milestone for the district. This status is based on 

student growth. Level 5 indicates that students scored significantly high-

er than expectations. Overall achievement (students scoring at or above 

grade level) still lags, but the fact that teachers are moving their students 

forward is commendable.  

The growth students made this past academic year is amazing, and edu-

cators’ work in their schools is yielding positive results. But this accolade 

should not inspire a “mission accomplished” victory parade. If anything, 

the Level 5 honor should be a rallying call for the whole community: to in-

vest our treasure where our hearts are.  

 

Jeanie  

 

 

President’s Message 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

 

Find out September 9th  

Annual Literacy Focus Meeting 

Red Bank Elementary School 

Cristol Kopp will share how she has created a makerspace in her school and present her 
program “Libraries Transform Schools.” Cristol is the librarian at Red Bank Elementary and 
joined Alpha Xi last November. She has previously taught at McBrien, Hardy, and Clifton 
Hills. Cristol is a STEM Fellow and was the very first Teacherpreneur to present and win 
funds to create a maker space in her school’s library. 

The service project for this month is collecting and donating lanyards for Cristol’s students.  

 

PROFESSIONAL GROWTH OPPORTUNITY 

 

TECHNOLOGY  

       WORKSHOP 

 

Gamma Lambda is offering a 

technology workshop on  

Saturday, September 14th at  

Julie Darling’s Donuts.  

9 a.m,  

121 Frazier Avenue.  

 

2019 DKG TN State 

Committee Planning Meeting 

Saturday, September 7 

9 a.m.— 3 p.m. 

(sign in at 8:30 a.m.) 

Training will be held at  

Goodpasture Christian School 

619 W Due West Avenue 

Madison, TN 37115 



PICNIC SNAPSHOTS 
 

 

Brady Harris with his family 

Nancy Bibler & Ann Pinion 

Brady shared his essay with members. Brady is a 2019 graduate of Soddy Daisy High School. 

He currently attends Bryan College and will major in English. He plans to be an English teacher. 



By Christopher Brady Harris 

Our society constantly adapts to humanity in many and varied experiences. With adaptation comes a wealth 

of new information, fueling the ongoing course of human evolution.  Clearly, younger generations inherit 

knowledge, originating with their countless predecessors, through education. Nelson Mandela said it best, 

“Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world.” One who revels in and utilizes 

their intelligence and experience should be encouraged to make the most of those tools through the betterment of the 

world. 

Most well-paying jobs nowadays are more likely to hire someone with a degree of some sort. Degrees are an 

important validation of knowledge in a specific field of work, and are only available to those who dedicate their time 

to attending college for the expertise. By investing oneself in working toward such a degree, one can increase the 

likelihood of obtaining a job suited to their tastes and financial needs. With prices constantly on the rise in today’s 

world, a good job earned through dedication to a career will be hard to come by, and will be sorely sought after. 

Education should be used for global change. With the ultimate goal of becoming a teacher and stimulating 

academic growth, I would thus hold the reins to this weapon of mass change, and I would utilize it by educating 

those without drive and passion in a way that would drive them to greatness. To grow as a person, one must experi-

ence great change. This is paramount for someone to succeed in this life, and for change to be stimulated, a drive to 

improve must be instilled. I feel that through proper education, students with little inspiration can find ways to dive 

further into their education and become interested in something they can use later in life.  

Many of the greats achieved their fame through their interest in knowledge. Albert Einstein excelled in 

school and went on to publish many great scientific works, and he achieved this all because his drive to learn pushed 

him to new, previously unattainable heights. In contrast, George Washington couldn’t afford a proper education, so 

his father and a few family contacts taught him in the stead of a standard school teacher. He took to map-making and 

draftsmanship developing skills especially well, and it is widely known that Washington was a genius commander 

and the first president of the United States. Education, whether it be modest or extensive, can only be helpful for an-

yone willing to dedicate themselves to it, so I feel that inspiring students of all ages to delve into their curriculums to 

find something they’re interested in should be of utmost importance.  

For years, I’ve felt the need to become a teacher so that I may one day improve the lives of students going 

out into the world. Education should be praised as a means of attaining one’s goals for success. As Henry David 

Thoreau said, “Go confidently in the direction of your dreams! Live the life you’ve imagined.” Given enough time, a 

generation of supremely driven individuals could solve many problems still plaguing people worldwide, ushering in 

an era of prosperity never seen before. That, in and of itself, is a worthy dream to chase, and is one I hope my gener-

ation will strive to achieve. 

HIGH SCHOOL ESSAY CONTEST WINNING ESSAY 

 

 



MEMBER NEWS 
 

 

  

 

TENTATIVE October: Hispanic Outreach in 

the community. Led by a speaker from La 

Paz  

TENTATIVE December : UTC Faculty Club  

 

Dues are (past) due! 

The new deadline for dues is now June 30th. 

If you have not yet paid, please mail a check 

to Karen at 

6603 Stateline Road, 37412 

Dues are still $80 

Make checks payable to Alpha Xi, DKG 

Please note this address correction for Judy Leach: 

7683 Shallowford Rd.   

Apt 218,   

Chattanooga TN 37421  

Our August service project provided 

highlighters (along with Alpha Xi greet-

ings for a happy school year) to three 

schools: Red Bank Elementary School, 

Red Bank Middle School, and DuPont El-

ementary School. 

Ernestine Eldridge shows off her talent 

at the Morning Pointe talent show. Click 

the link below to see the video: 

Ernestine Rocks!   

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=217261679201626


ALPHA XI COMMITTEES 

2019-2020 

 

 
Membership  (Sept. mtg host)        Educational Excellence  (Feb. mtg host) 
 

Norma Cate, Chair           Diamond Kelley, co-chair 
Cynthia Blakemore           Raja Bhandari, co-chair 

Michelle Bailey            Jeanette Esch    
Monica Jackson            Deana James 
Ann Pinion              Betty Julian 

Heather Pinion            Cristol Kapp 
Debbie Stephenson           Donna Lamkin 

    

      
Educational Services  (Oct. mtg host)     Planning  (Mar. mtg host) 

 
Jane Brower, Chair           Suzanne Rushworth, chair 
Dot Bayless              Cheryl Crowe   

Ernestine Eldridge            Wendy Morgan 
Dana Malone             Esther Taj 

Jeanie McKenna            Betty Thomason 
Beverly Smith             Catie Wills  
Pam Thompson       

        
        
Finance  (July picnic host)         Communications   

    
Karen Phillips, Chair           Barbara Carlton, chair 

Lisa Bayless              Nancy Bibler 
Joyce Campbell            Kim Thurman  
Lynda Russell      

Maxine Williams        
 

 
Nominations       
Beverly Smith, chair 

Joyce Campbell 
Pam Thompson 
 

Ad-hoc committees will be formed as needed.  
  



 

Member Updates & Concerns 

Karen Phillips’ family has suffered a great loss recently. 

Please keep them in your prayers. 

Raja’s brother is progressing well after a liver transplant 

Ernestine Eldridge and Judy Leach are still at their rehab 

facilities but progressing 

Joyce Campbell is recovering from eye surgery. 

Beverly Smith’s parents are holding steady.  

Please keep all of these friends close in your prayers.  

 

                

  

     September           October 

 

6 Kim Thurman                21     Jane Brower 

10 Heather Pinion 


