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NEXT MEETING 

  February/March 2020 

Tuesday, March 17, 2020 

PLACE:  Ashwood Square Apart-
ment Complex 

7683 Shallowford Road 

Chattanooga, TN 37421 

TIME: 5 - 7 p.m. 

DINNER:  Contact Barbara Carlton    
barb0327@yahoo.com to reserve 

dinner by  

Friday March 13th  

PROGRAM 

Installation of officers 

Updates from 

Cami Mitchell, Area III Director 

Dr. Jensi Souders, State Nominations 

Committee and past International 

President 

SERVICE PROJECT 

Nurse appreciation donations 

See page 6 for details 

HOSTED BY: 

Planning Committee 

   The February meeting 
was canceled due to weath-
er and school closings. Our 
scheduled program to learn 
about Hamilton County’s Fu-
ture Ready Institutes will 
hopefully be revisited at a 
future meeting. In the mean-
time, members may be curi-
ous to know …what is a Fu-
ture Ready Institute?   

   Hamilton County Schools 
has embraced a model that 
fuses college preparatory 
courses and career ready 

programs. The institutes use a “school within a school” 
approach to learning. They rely on community partner-
ships to help students gain real world experiences that 
will translate to post-secondary opportunities. The ca-
reer opportunities range from aviation, to engineering, 
to entrepreneurships, to mechatronics.  

The district currently has twelve FRIs and two Interna-
tional Baccalaureate schools, and more high schools 
are slated to become institutes next year.  

Bringing information about Hamilton County Schools’ 
Furture Ready Institutes to our members continues our 
chapter’s desire to stay informed about current educa-
tional trends. Past programs have included visiting 
Chattanooga Public Library’s 4th floor, touring STEM 
schools, and learning about maker spaces. These ex-
cellent programs are a testimony to the creativity and 
hard work of our chapter leaders.  

Still Want to learn about Hamilton County 

Schools’ Future Ready Institutes? 

mailto:barb0327@hotmail.com


Alpha Xi Officers  

2018-2020 

 

President  

Jeanie McKenna 

mckennajean@gmail.com 

 

First Vice President 

 

Second Vice President  

Raja Bhandari 

utraja@aol.com 

 

Recording Secretary 

Kim Thurman 

kimthurman@epbfi.com  

 

Corresponding Secretary 

Barbara Carlton 

barb0327@yahoo.com 

 

Treasurer 

Karen Phillips 

kdpchattn12@yahoo.com 

 

Parliamentarian 

Beverly Smith 

bevsmith88@hotmail.com 

 

 

 

The daffodils are a brilliant contrast to 

the rainy, gray, days of these past weeks. 

No matter how hard and persistent the 

rain has fallen, the daffodils have flour-

ished. Their stems are not the strongest, 

nor their petals the sturdiest, but their 

brightness has managed to conjure the 

sun. 

 

We teachers are great conjurers. Our 

magic does not reside in pedagogy or management. Those are 

important tools to setting the stage for the real action; the en-

ergy and life of a true classroom community. You know that 

kind of classroom when you walk in. There is the hum of en-

gagement and a foundation of mutual trust. 

 

An organization like ours has the benefit of its membership be-

ing composed of master conjurers. We have made every meet-

ing of this current biennium informative and celebratory and 

every service project proof of our dedication. 

 

The next biennium is priming for action as the new officers 

have been approved by acclamation: 

President: Kim Thurman 

1st Vice President: Betty Julian 

2nd Vice President: Michelle Bailey 

Recording Secretary: Jane Browder 

Corresponding Secretary: Jeanette Esch 

 

Our installation of officers at our March 17 meeting will be a 

symbolic renewal of our promises to one another and to this 

organization. I hope we will have a strong turnout to pledge 

support to our new leaders. 

 

 Loyalty and trust e’er heeding, 

  

      Jeanie  
 

 

President’s Message 

mailto:mckennajean@gmail.com
mailto:utraja@aol.com
mailto:kimthurman@epbfi.com
mailto:barb0327@yahoo.com
mailto:kdpchattn12@epbfi.com
mailto:bevsmith88@hotmail.com


 TENNESSEE STATE NEWS 
 

 

 

Tennessee State Legislative Symposium 

 

Delta Kappa Gamma society purpose number four states our goal “to initiate, en-

dorse and support desirable legislation or other suitable endeavors in the interests of 

education and women educators” To this end, the Tennessee Organization Legislative 

Symposium will be held March 3-4 in Nashville. Some of the topics that will be dis-

cussed are listed below and a summary of relevant legislation is listed on the next 

page. We will have a full report of activities and outcomes from the symposium in the 

next newsletter.  

 

 TOPICS AND QUESTIONS BEING CONSIDERED AT THE SYMPOSIUM 

School funding 

Despite a multi-billion dollar budget surplus, why does Tennessee rank 45th in school fund-

ing?  

What are some proposed ways to increase funding for schools to make sure schools are fully 

staffed? 

How does the state budget support LEAs in construction and renovation of school facilities?  

Are increases in BEP funding on the table to cover supply costs for students? These are of-

ten covered or augmented by teachers out of their own pockets. 

Testing 

What certainties do LEAs and teachers have that state testing will be fully operational on the 

testing dates? 

How will student scores be figured into teacher evaluation?  

What is the future of TVAAS in relation to teacher evaluation?   

Vouchers/Charters/Achievement School District 

How are some school systems allowed to “opt out” of the voucher provisions? Is this not evi-

dence of the inequality inherent in the provision?  

What safeguards will the legislature and the SBE use to determine the efficacy of individual 

charter schools? 

What is the future of the Achievement School District?   

Professional issues 

What is the status of tenure law at this time? 

Are LEAs currently required to offer employees a Memorandum of Agreement wherein their 

rights are defined and clarified?    

 



 TENNESSEE STATE NEWS 
 

 

The following bills related to education are currently being considered in the 
Tennessee General Assembly and will be discussed at the symposium. 
 

SB1267   

Requires the department of education to provide LEAs with access to their students' 
TCAP and end-of-course assessment items and the students' answers within 60 days 
following the administration of the assessments; requires an LEA to provide each 
teacher with access to the teacher's students' assessment information within 90 days 
following the administration of the assessments 

 

SB1616  

Reduces, from 14 days to three days, the period of time after a local board of educa-
tion or director of schools makes an initial offer of employment to a person for a teach-
ing position that the person has to accept or reject the offer 

  

SB1604 

Requires each LEA and public charter school to provide age-appropriate instruction to 
public school students in kindergarten through grade 12 on the events of September 
11, 2001, annually on September 11. 

 

SB1579  

Increases from $1,000 to $1,250, the amount awarded each semester to a full-time 
student receiving the middle college scholarship. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 4, 
Part 9. 

 

SB1593  

Enacts the "Tennessee Anti-Lunch Shaming Act"; prohibits a school from taking certain 
actions against a student who cannot pay for a meal, or who has accumulated a meal 
debt… 

 

HJR0394  

Urges governor to form an education task force to evaluate state testing, curriculum, 
and other mandated academic policies and procedures. 

  

SB1565  

Allows an LEA to choose to administer TCAP tests to its students in a paper format be-
ginning with the 2020-2021 school year if the commissioner authorizes TCAP tests to 
be administered in a computerized format 

 



Teachers of the Year are selected for 
Hamilton County Schools 

 

Hamilton County Schools surprised three of the best class-
room teachers in the district today with the announcement 
of their selection as a Teacher of the Year for the school 
system. The Teachers of the Year are Michelle Bailey, a 
multiage teacher at Thrasher Elementary School, for the 
elementary grades division; David Jackson, a seventh-grade 
teacher at Brown Middle School, for middle grades in the 

fifth through eighth-grade division; and Emily McDonald, a math teacher at Red Bank High School in the 
high school division. Superintendent Dr. Bryan Johnson made the announcements this morning by sur-
prising the teachers in their classrooms. These three exceptional teachers will now advance to the state 
level in the Teacher of the Year recognition for Tennessee.  
 
Michelle Bailey started her career in teaching in 2012, and she has spent all of that time at Thrasher Ele-
mentary School teaching a kindergarten and first-grade multiage class. The multiage approach has kin-
dergarten and first-grade children working and learning together in the same classroom setting.   She un-
derstands there is not a single recipe for a successful classroom for all children. “I develop strong rela-
tionships with the children and families in my classroom and use a variety of methods to get to know my 
children,” said Bailey. “I take the time to eat lunch with my students, interact with them on the play-
ground, and greet each of them with a smile to welcome each child to a new learning day. ” 
 
Bailey uses a system for young beginning readers to learn words that she has developed.   The system 
helps children learn words based on each child’s level and need.  “Students meet with me individually 
each day to check on their progress learning targeted words,” said Bailey.  She also works to learn each 
student’s unique talents, strengths, and learning styles.  

Bailey is a graduate of the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga.   She is a piano teacher for children 
with special learning abilities, a LEGO coach and camp coordinator, LEGO facilitator for the Chambliss 
Children’s Home fundraiser, and a McConnell Elementary STEM night LEGO coach.  

 MEMBER  NEWS 
 

 

Alpha Xi member Michelle Bailey was recently honored as one of Hamilton County 

Schools’ Teachers of the Year. Michelle will also be serving as our chapter’s 2nd vice pres-

ident for the 2020-2022 biennium. Below is the news release from Hamilton County 

Schools. Michelle is pictured in the center. Congratulations, Michelle! 



 SERVICE PROJECT 
 

 

The following items are requested by 

school nurses 

 Tissues 

 Plastic spoons 

 Band - aids 

 Clorox/Lysol wipes 

 Solo cups 

 Zippered storage bags (gallon and 

quart size) 

 Hand sanitizer 

 Re-freezable ice packs 

 Bottled water (small) 

 Disposable wash cloths 

 Snacks (fruit cups, graham crack-

ers, saltines, raisins) 

 
 

Middle School Nurse Appreciation 

Members are asked to bring items for Middle School nurses for the  

March Service Project  

Photo credit: Jeanette Esch 



 UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

 

Founders’ Day Celebration 

Saturday, April 18,2020 

10 am 

Stuart Heights Baptist Church 

1505 Cloverdale Road 

(intersection with Hixson Pike) 

Hixson, 37343 

Brunch reservations $15 due to 

Karen Phillips by April 3rd 

 

NEW CHAPTER  

OFFICER  TRAINING 

May 2, 2020 in Madison (8 

am—2 pm EST) 

OR 

May 16, 2020 in Knoxville 

(9am—3pm EST) 

$10 Registration  

Lunch provided 

Registration is now open 

for the State Convention 

in beautiful 

Sewanee 

June 4-6, 2020 

Register online at 

xistate.org 

 



Member Updates & Concerns 

If you are aware of updates and concerns 

for our members, please send information to 

Kim Thurman, thurman_k@hcde.org  

                

                 March Birthdays  

 18th  Lisa Bayless 

24th   Karen Phillips 

27th   Barbara Carlton 

 

 MEMBER  NEWS 
 

 



ALPHA XI COMMITTEES 

2019-2020 

 

 
Membership  (Sept. mtg host)        Educational Excellence  (Feb. mtg host) 
 

Norma Cate, Chair           
Cynthia Blakemore           Raja Bhandari, co-chair 

Michelle Bailey            Jeanette Esch    
Monica Jackson            Deana James 
Ann Pinion              Betty Julian 

Heather Pinion            Cristol Kapp 
Debbie Stephenson           Donna Lamkin 

    

      
Educational Services  (Oct. mtg host)     Planning  (Mar. mtg host) 

 
Jane Brower, Chair           Suzanne Rushworth, chair 
Dot Bayless              Cheryl Crowe   

Ernestine Eldridge            Wendy Morgan 
Dana Malone             Esther Taj 

Jeanie McKenna            Betty Thomason 
Beverly Smith             Catie Wills  
Pam Thompson       

        
        
Finance  (July picnic host)         Communications   

    
Karen Phillips, Chair           Barbara Carlton, chair 

Lisa Bayless              Nancy Bibler 
Joyce Campbell            Kim Thurman  
Lynda Russell      

Maxine Williams        
 

 
Nominations       
Beverly Smith, chair 

Joyce Campbell 
Pam Thompson 
 

Ad-hoc committees will be formed as needed.  
  


